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II'T-Bombay student wins
Chevrolet design award

fe Bureau

Mumbai, Apr 15: John Paul
Xavier, an aspiring automo-
tive design engineer, was de-
clared the winner of the ‘De-
sign the Next Chevrolet’
contest held in association
with Autocar India, at an
event in Mumbai on Friday
Xavier, 25, a student of IIT-
Bombay in the product de-
sign department, will get a
Chevrolet Beatashis prize.
The contest, kicked off in
September last year, re-
ceived more than 1,200 en-
tries. Commentingon the de-
signs, Sumit Sawhney, vice
president, sales, marketing
& aftersales, General Motors
India said, “They were out-
standing. Students had done
a great work over these mod-
els. In the coming years, we
will seemore Asianand Indi-
an designs adopted by car

manufacturers. I see manu-
facturers bringing their de-
sign studios to India in the
comingyears.”

“We are overwhelmed by

the kind of response that we’

have received. Chevrolet has
completed 100 years of exis-
tence and our investment in
India has gone up substan-
tially We now have a full
fledged technical and design
centre in Bangalore with
about 2,000 dedicated engi-
heers working on various de-
velopments,” he added.
Apart from Sawhney, the
jury for the contest com-
prised Karl Slym, president
and managing director, Gen-
eral Motors India, design ex-
pert Dilip Chabbria, Hor-
mazd Sorabjee, editor in

- chief, Autocar India and Anil

Saini, director-GM India De-
sign, Global Network Teams.
Talking to the media at the

event, Sawhney said the com-
pany will be introduce six
new vehicles by the year 2011-
2012 in about 14 different fuel
variants, “At this time, I can-
notshare thespecificsof this,
but we will launch these six
vehicles in 14 different fuel
options,” hesaid.

Talking about a few plans
which are on, he said that the
company willbesoon launch-
ing its Beat and Spark model
with LPG fuel option. He,
however, refused tocomment
onintroducinganelectric ve-
hicle. “We will be showcasing
something very interesting
on this front very soon. We
have already launched
Chevrolet Volt in North
America. GMis workingona
lotof environmentalfriendly
solutions and our Bangalore
research centre in also sup-
porting global research
work,” said Sawhney
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/ED official rebuts
‘baseless charges’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The deputy di-
rector of the Enforcement
Directorate, Prabhakant, on
Friday rebutted each and
every allegation levelled
against him and ED chief
Arun Mathur before the
Supreme Court and sought
to know why the baseless
charges were made by the IIT
professor through a serving
UP police officer.
Prabhakant through sen-
tor advocate Harish Salve told
a bench comprising Justices
B Sudershan Reddy and S 8
Nijjar that he did inquire
from professor S K Dube
about his complaint to the
prime minister on the alleged
misconduct of ED officials
but never threatened him.
Solicitor general Gopal
Subramanium backed the of-
ficials. He said the ED direc-
tor, instead of focusing on
the ongoing probe into black
money and alleged activities

of suspected hawala opera-
tor Hasan Ali Khan, was
made to run around the ad-
vocate’s office because of the
accusations.

Salve pitched in to say:
“What happens to the repu-
tation of the officers? The ac-
cusations, which turned out
to be false, have appeared in
the newspapers. No one
should be allowed to tarnish
their reputation,”

Appearing for petitioners,
which included Dube, senior .
advocate Rajeev Dhawan
said the core of the allega-
tions stood confirmed - that
the ED official did meet Dube
and questioned him about
the complaint to the PM.

But, the bench directed
Dube to file a personal affi-
davit in view of denial of
every charge by Prabhakant.
It also said: “The whole focus
of the proceedings, which
was black money, was dis-
furbed by the allegations and
the filing of the affidavits.”



Times of India ND 16-Apr-11 P-9

DU ‘open days’ to get delayed

Truncated Admission Season leely To Start Late In June

Neha Pushkarnal Tnn

New Delhi: Now that aspi-
rantsneed notapply foradmis-
sions in Delhi University, they
can just sit back and relax till
late June. The ceniralised
OMR forms, introduced in
2007, are on their way out and
even the colleges will not give
out any pre-admission forms
from this vear.

8o, the actual admission
process will begin once the
cutoffs are out, which is likely
only in the third week of June.
DU officials are still working
out the modalities and sched-
ule for the truncated admis-
sion season, which is likely to
make things simple at least for
the applicants.

However, those willing to
know more about the courses
and colleges should wait for
the university toupload its in-
formation bulletin on the DU
website. Individual colleges
will alse release their prospec-
tus prior to the release of cut-
offs. “Since there will be no
running around like previous
years, students must visit the
websites of different colleges
to know more about the cours-
es and facilities they offer and
also about their faculty. How-

Shashwat Malik

NO RUNNING AROUND: This admission season, students will not have
to go through the rigmarole of filling forms for applying to colleges

ever, outstation students must
attend the ‘open days’, which
are likely to be conducted in
June,” said Gurpreet Singh
Tuteja, deputy dean, students’
welfare. Even the hostel forms
may be available once the ad-
missions start.

Open days are interactive
sessions held at different ven-
ues in the city where DU facul-
ty and students provide infor-
mation about the admission
procedure and also counsel as-
plrants They used to be held
in the third week of May till
last year but are likely to get
delayed. The existing stu-
dents, who conduct these ses-

sions, will be busy taking their
annual exams till mid-June.
“However, the vice-chancellor
has asked us to increase the
number of open days this year
for better dissemination of in-
formation. We willalsoupload
a 20-minute open day present-
ation on the DU wehbsite by
May 15,” Tuteja said.

An important segment in
the open day presentation was
the centralised OMR forms.
They were introduced in 2007
after doing away with the ICR
(intelligent character reader)
forms. The idea was to enable
aspirants to apply to as many
colleges and courses as they
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wanted onasingle form. Earli-
er, the candidates could apply
to only 10 colleges and eight
courses on the ICR forms. But
with no forms now, aspirants
can directly take admission in
any course and college if they
meet the cutoff,

Even as the colleges work
out their cutoffs without any
applications in hand, they are
also planning to hold separate
counselling session for aspi-
rants and their parents. Vinay
Kumar Srivastava, principal,
Hindu College, said, “We plan
to set up help desks in the col-
leges so that the aspirants can
be explained about the new
system. They may even need
counselling for the choice of
courses, Even their parents
may have some gueries which
we will be happy to answer.”
Colleges are also working at
uploading all the necessary de-
tails online. Meera Ramacha-
nadran, principal, Gargi Col-
lege, said, “We will be holding
a meeting in the college soon
as the university has request-
ed us to advance the informa-
tiononanyridersoreligibility
requirements for different
courses. This information will
be uploaded on the website
soon.”
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AlIMS docs say
‘gag order’ will
kill any dissent

Can Speak On Their Subjects: AlIMS

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) is on the boil again.
The faculty here is enraged
overaseriesof ‘gagorders’is-
sued by the administration,
which, they say stop them
from making public com-
ments and holding any elec-
tive office with any forum or
association without prior
permission. Thefacultyasso-
ciation of ATIMS has said
that the recent orders are a-
nachronistic attempts to
check dissenting voices and
should be repealed immedi-
ately.

The faculty members are
angry over the recent circu-
lar in which the AIIMS ad-
ministration has asked all its
doctors holding an elective
office in any body/forum/as-
sociation to intimate the in-
stitute and take permission
within 30 days citing Rule 15
(1) (C) of the CCS Conduct
rules, Government of India.

“The CCS (conduct) rules
are applicable to the employ-
ees of the institute. So, the in-
stituteemployees, whoare as-
sociated with any
organization and are holding
an elective office therein, are
required to give prior intim-

ation and take permission for
the same. In case no intim-
ation/permission has been
taken, it may be sought with-
in30days,” readsthecircular.
A senior AIIMS official
said the step was taken fol-
lowing complaints about
some doctorsbeing partof so-
cial and charitable events
and organizations, which al-
legedly have objectionable at-
tributes and activities. “We
are not stopping anvone from
associating with any organi-
zation. They need to inform
us,” said the official. He said
for making public comments,
there is no blanket han and
facultymemberscanspeak to
the media on subjects direct-
ly related to them; but a sec-
tion of faculty members
claimed that the order meant
to‘gag’ dissenting voices.
“The move is aimed at
thwarting attempts of a sec-
tion of the faculty to oppose
administrative changes
which include the imposition

of package system,” said a;

PMSF spckesperson.’

He said in the last few
months, at least three circu-
lars pertaining to restricting
the academic freedom of fac-
ulty members has been
issued.

toireporter@timesgroup.com
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"Soon, a one-shot cure for all cancers

Universal Vaccine Uses Body's Own Defences To Stop All Tumours In Their Tracks

© LWA-Sharle Kennedy/Corbis

London: Coming soon. Uni-
versal cancer jab, say scien-
tists who are developing the
vaccine which they claim
would stop all tumours in
their tracks. According to the
scientists, the jab is partof a
new generation of drugs that
use the body’s own defences
to fight cancers like pancre-
atic, prostate and breast, stop-
ping tumours in their tracks,

The jabs would hit the
market in just two years' time,
say the scientists.

Although vaccines usual-
1y prevent disease, the Telo-

Vac jab is designed as a treat-
ment. Rather than attacking
cancer cells, like many exist-

PAIN FOR GAIN; The vaccine works by encouraging the immune
system to seek out and destroy an enzyme called telomerase, It
is expected to hit the market in two years

ing drugs, it harnesses the
power of the immune system
to fight the tumours, they say,

Rashtriya Sahara ND 16-Apr-11

1t works by encouraging
the immune system to seek

out and destroy an enzyme
called telomerase. Found at

high levels in many cancer
cells, telomerase effectively
makes them fully immortal,
allowing them to live on when
healthy cells would die —eas-
ing the growth and spread of
the tumour.

In the largest trial of its
kind in the UK, more
than 1,000 men and women in
the late stages of pancreatic
cancer are either being
given the vaccine alongside
their normal drugs or
treated as usual, the ‘Daily
Mail’ reported.

The results from the 53
hospitals taking part will not
be available until next year
but, anecdotally, some patients
credit their participation in
the trial with giving them an
extra year or two of hfe.
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John Neoptolemos, who is
co-ordinating the large-scale
British trial, said: “When you
have got pancreatic cancer, it
is like a timebomb in people.”

Pancreatic cancer cells are

- normally invisible to the im-

mune system but the vaccine
“spots” the telomerase
spilling out from them and
kickstarts the fight back.

Dr Jay Sangjae Kim, the
founder of GemVagx, the Ko-
rean company developing the
TeloVac vaccine, said: “We
strongly believe this has
the potential to overcome the
limits of other current can-
cer vaccines and become
part of the standard of care
not only for pancreatic can-
cer but for various other types
of cancers.” e
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